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ST. THOMAS AQUINAS  
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Pastor: Rev. Eric Peters  Associate Pastor: Rev. George P. Varkey   

Deacon: Rev. Mr. Melvin Dunphy 

STA Early Childhood Center: 376-2330; Bishop Larkin Catholic School (K-8): 862-6981; 

 Bishop McLaughlin Catholic High School: 857-2600 

Third Sunday of Easter - April 15, 2018 

Roman Catholic Church 

Learning, Living and Sharing the Good News 

 

 

 

 SCRIPTURE REFLECTION 

Our lives are strengthened 

through shared times together 

– especially meal times that 

include storytelling. In a 

similar way, all Christian life 

is sustained by God’s word in 

Scripture … and by Christ’s 

presence in the Eucharist. We 

are especially sustained in 

our faith through our 

celebration of Mass. Today’s 

Gospel (Luke 24: 35-48) 

reminds us that the Scripture 

and the Eucharist are given to 

us so that our witness to 

Christ might be strengthened. 

Think about a special person 

in your life, and a story recalling your special relationship. Try to think of a time when your 

memories together included food. The stories and meals we share with others surely 

strengthen the love we share. Our Christian life is strengthened by sharing God’s Word and 

the Eucharist at Mass. The mission that Jesus gave to his early disciples after their shared 

meal … it is the same mission we are given today – to be Christ’s witnesses in the world! 

Our Ladies’ Guild (pictured above) know how to witness! 

How will you be His witness today? 
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wŜŀŘƛƴƎǎ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ²ŜŜƪ ƻŦ !ǇǊƛƭ мрΣ нлму 
 
Sunday: Acts 3:13-15, 17-19/Ps 4:2, 4, 7-8, 9/ 
1 Jn 2:1-5a/Lk 24:35-48 
Monday: Acts 6:8-15/Ps 119:1ab/Jn 6:22-29 
Tuesday: Acts 7:51--8:1a/Ps 31:6a/Jn 6:30-35 
Wednesday: Acts 8:1b-8/Ps 66:1/Jn 6:35-40 
Thursday: Acts 8:26-40/Ps 66:1/Jn 6:44-51 
Friday: Acts 9:1-20/Ps Mk 16:15/Jn 6:52-59 
Saturday: Acts 9:31-42/Ps 116:12/Jn 6:60-69 
(Opt.  Eph 3:14-19/Ps 34:2/Mt 7:21-29) 
Next Sunday: Acts 4:8-12/Ps 118:1, 8-9, 21-23, 26, 28, 
29/1 Jn 3:1-2/Jn 10:11-18 
 
²ŜŜƪŜƴŘ wŜŀŘƛƴƎǎ ŀǊŜ ŀǘ όтнтύ отн-услл 

Mass Intentions 

 
Monday       8:00 a.m.  Thomas Cavagnetto 

Tuesday       8:00 a.m.  Helen Baker 

Wednesday  8:00 a.m.  Vocations 

Thursday     8:00 a.m.  Thresiamma Antony 

Friday          8:00 a.m.  Antony Emmanuel 

Saturday      4:00 p.m.  Peter Licavoli            

                    6:00 p.m.  Parish Family 

Sunday        7:00 a.m.  Russo Kanaris 

                    8:30 a.m.  Bruce Webber                    

                  10:30 a.m.  James McVeigh, Sr. 

                    5:00 p.m.  Robert Bozza 

FATHER ERIC BAND to play 

COTEE RIVER FESTIVAL 
 

Just to let you know, Fr. Eric and the 

True Blues Band will be performing at 

the Cotee River Seafest next Saturday, 

April 21st from 11:30am to 12:30pm on 

the Sims Park Bandshell stage.  Other 

parish band members are Dan O’Hara 

and Eric Chaykosky.  Come hang out for 

awhile and catch some blues in the park! 

The 10:30 Praise Band  

of Saint Thomas Aquinas is in great need 

of a competent bass guitarist.   

If you are such a person, please prayerfully 

consider joining us in leading worship  

on Sundays.   

Contact Dan O’Hara  

at 727-372-8600,  

ext. 128. 

 

 
Blessed are we... 

 
 
 
 

{¢! !ǎǎŜǎǎƳŜƴǘ ϷмфпΣфтт 
 
tƭŜŘƎŜŘ  ϷсфΣрлу 
 
CŀƳƛƭƛŜǎ   оун 
 
Updated  пκпκму    
 
wŜƧƻƛŎŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ wŜǎǳǊǊŜŎǝƻƴΗ St. Thomas 
Aquinas parish is filled with caring, and 
generous people who understand and 
embrace APA and all the good that it brings to 
our parishioners and to the Diocese of St. 
Petersburg. 

 

 

 
 

The monthly collection for the St. Vincent de 
Paul Society will be following every Mass  

ǘƘƛǎ weekend,  
April 14th and 15th, 2018 
5ǳǊƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ƳƻƴǘƘ ƻŦ aŀǊŎƘ,  

4,812 ǇƻǳƴŘǎ ƻŦ ŦƻƻŘ ŦŜŘ  
мпл ŦŀƳƛƭƛŜǎ ŀƴŘ плс ǇŜƻǇƭŜΦ  

¸ƻǳǊ ƎŜƴŜǊƻǎƛǘȅ ƘŜƭǇǎ ǳǎ ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜ  
ƘŜƭǇ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ƴŜŜŘȅΗ 

¢I!bY ¸h¦Η 
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Parish Calendar 

 
Mon. 04/16     6PM Life Teen Core Team;  

                        7PM Prayer Group; 7PM Scouts                  

Tues. 04/17     9AM Ladies’ Guild Rosary Makers;  

                       10AM Bereavement;   

                       6PM Girl Scouts; 

                       7PM Boy Scouts; 7PM Cont. Choir 

Wed. 04/18    9AM Legion of Mary; 10AM SVDP Mtg;  

                       2PM Women’s Bible Study;                        

                       4:45PM FF; 6:15PM FF/Edge; 7PM Choir                                    

Thurs. 04/19  10AM Prayer Shawl; 4PM Girl Scouts; 

                       5:45PM Girl Scouts;   

                       6PM Benediction/Adoration; 

                       7PM Bible Study;  

Fri. 04/20       8PM AA 

Sat. 04/21      9AM Men’s Christian Fellowship 

Sun. 04/22     9AM FF; 

                      9:30AM Coffee and Doughnuts; 

                      5PM Mass Life Teen; 

                      6PM Life Teen                       

 

Mass and Devotions Schedule 
Saturday Vigil : 4:00 p.m. & 6:00 p.m. 

Sunday: 7:00 a.m., 8:30 a.m., 10:30 a.m. 

(Contemporary) and 5:00 p.m. (LifeTeen™)  

Daily Mass : 8:00 a.m. Monday-Friday 

Healing Mass: 7:00 p.m. Monday (September - June) 

Holy Rosary after 8:00 a.m. Mass, Mon-Fri, in 

Blessed Sacrament Chapel 

Marian Novena  after 8:00 a.m. Mass on Tuesdays 

Benediction & Adoration:  1st Fridays 8:30–10:00 

a.m.   (September – May) 

Reconciliation:  Saturday 2:30-3:30 p.m. or by appt. 

 

Parish Information  
Office hours 9:00a.m. to 4:00p.m.   Monday-Friday,  

Sunday mornings.  Call for information. 

Phone: (727) 372-8600   Fax:  (727) 372-5712 

Website: www.stanpr.org  

Prayer Line:  (727) 372-8600 

Emergency Number for Anointing  of the Sick:  

Nights & Weekends (727) 836-3211 

 

Administration  
Business Office Fax: (727) 376-7204 

Pastoral Ministries Coordinator:  Mary Miller Ext 111  

Parish Bookkeeper: Cherise Amundson   Ext. 115 

Bulletin Editor:  Kate   Ext. 113 

Parish Ministry  

Faith Formation Team Leader – Sue Sferra  Ext. 132 

Faith Formation Assistant – Denise Santos Ext. 112 

Middle School (Edge) – Sue Sferra  Ext. 132  

High School (Life Teen) - Beth DeBella and  

                                            Cliff Stodden – Ext. 131 

RCIA – Sue Sferra Ext. 132 

Music -  Dan O’Hara Ext. 128 

Parish Nurse, Ministry to the Sick & Homebound –  

Betty West Ext. 116 

Sacristan - JoAnn McVeigh   Ext. 129 

Stewardship – Mary Ellen Taylor  Ext. 144 

St. Vincent de Paul Society    Ext. 142 

 

STA Early Childhood Center  

Alicia Mumma, Director – (727) 376-2330 

www.staecc.org 

 

Food Pantry: Monday  & Thursday 

 9:30-11:00am & 1:30-3:30pm 

Gift Store:   Open before/after 4 pm Saturday and             

        10:30 am Sunday Masses 

Parish Library:   Open during office hours  

òCoffee & Donutsó fellowship hours – Sept. - May 

After 8:30 Mass 

 

Offertory -   

April 7th and 8th   
 

  $18,160.78 

      1,478.00-Online Giving 

  $19,638.78-Total      

ALTAR SERVER APPRECIATION MASS 
 

On Sunday, April 15, 2018 at 3:00 
p.m. the Office of Vocations will 
host the annual Altar Server 
Appreciation Mass at the 

Cathedral of  
St. Jude the Apostle, 5815 Fifth 
Ave. N., St. Petersburg. 

 
All are welcome to attend.   
A reception in the Cathedral center will follow. 

Altar Candles for the Month    

                 of April  

            In Memory of: 

 

Domenica and Domenico Pontoriero 

From Caterina Pontoriero 
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Annual Tampa Bay Blue Mass for First Responders 

  

Wednesday, May 2, 2018, 1:30 p.m.,  St. Timothy’s Catholic Church 17512 

Lakeshore Road, Lutz, Florida 33558 

  

Bishop Gregory Parkes, Bishop of the Catholic Diocese of St. Petersburg, will celebrate a Mass 

honoring and praying for the wellbeing of all Public Safety First Responders; including 

members of law enforcement; Police/ Sheriff/Agents, as well as Fire and Emergency Medical 

Personnel.    

  

The Blue Mass dates back to 1934 when the first Mass was held at St. Patrick’s Catholic 

Church in Washington, DC and has grown to a nationwide celebration.  While the 1934 service 

was timed to coincide with the feast of St. Michael the Archangel, the patron saint of police 

officers, the Washington, DC,  annual Mass is celebrated during National Police Week to honor 

veterans and those who have lost their lives in the line of duty.  The color blue relates to the 

blue colored uniforms predominantly used by these public servants.      The Event is open to 

everyone regardless of religious denomination. 

  

The children / students choir of Mother Teresa of Calcutta School will sing in remembrance of 

all children and students affected by recent tragedies across the United States.  

For more information contact:  Major Ciro M. Dominguez, Hillsborough County Sheriff's Office 
(813) 247-0200 

Safety at St. Thomas Aquinas  

The safety of everyone who enters our campus is of utmost concern to us.  We have an 

established safety team that is in the process of formulating plans for severe weather, bomb 

threats and unwanted intruders of any type.  We have been working with the Sheriff’s Dept 

and have already implemented several of their suggestions.  We will keep you updated on 

our progress and plans as they evolve. 

Medical personnel at mass – We are asking all physicians, nurses and EMTs to please 

introduce yourself to an usher before mass and let them know where you’ll be sitting so we 

can call on you in case of an emergency.  We are grateful to the very many of you who 

generously share your expertise when we have a parishioner who falls, is not feeling well or 

has some type of acute occurrence.  Please contact Betty West, our parish nurse, with any 

questions. 

Warm smiles and a welcoming presence needed!  We are in need of 

Ministers of Hospitality at our 4:00 and 6:00 Saturday masses, and 

our 7, 8:30 and 5pm Sunday masses.  Please contact the parish 

office or speak with an usher if you are interested. 
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SPIRIT FMôS 5TH ANNUAL CATHOLIC 
WOMENôS CONFERENCE 

Please plan to join Spirit FM and over a 
1000 of your closest girlfriends from 

throughout the Diocese of St. Petersburg 
for a day of faith, 

friendship and food. That is right—
food!  We have an amazing line-up of 

speakers to celebrate our 
5
th
 anniversary, including acclaimed chef, 
Father Leo Patalinghug.  Tickets are on 
sale now at www.myspiritfm.com/

WomensConference or call Danielle at 
813.289.8040, ext. 231.  Please note: 

tickets will sell out quickly. 

VOCATIONAL DISCERNMENT OPPORTUNITY 

Are you, or someone you know, seeking  a life of Prayer & Community?   
Maybe it’s a call from God.   

The Benedictine Sisters at Holy Name Monastery in St. Leo, FL offer a ¢La9 Chw {99Y9w{ —
single, Catholic, women in good health, ages of 20 – 50 something–considering a call to reli-
gious life. This time is a sharing in their life of prayer and community, to “listen with the ear of 
the heart” for God’s call.  Are you interested?  Space is limited. Call, 352-588-8320, or 
email, vocation@saintleo.edu and ask to register. 

Knight’s Korner 

Knights of Columbus  

Council #11497  
 
 
!ǇǊƛƭ мрǘƘ Pancake Breakfast following morning 
Masses 
!ǇǊƛƭ нфǘƘ 5th Sunday Rosary after 10:30AM Mass 
in Blessed Sacrament Chapel 
aŀȅ оǊŘ May Business Meeting @7PM 
 
Interested in becoming a Knight? Visit 
www.kofc.org and contact our recruitment 
coordinator Bob Neider (614) 208-2789 to find 
out more. 

http://www.myspiritfm.com/WomensConference
http://www.myspiritfm.com/WomensConference
mailto:vocation@saintleo.edu
http://www.kofc.org
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Diaconate Formation Program 

Discernment Sessions  

In September 2018, we anticipate initiating 

the discernment sessions for those men who 

believe they may be called to service as a 

Permanent Deacon.  These sessions are 

required preparation for, and an integral 

part of, the application and evaluation 

process which occurs during the first half of 

the following year.  Prior to participating in 

the discernment sessions, inquirers meet with 

the director of the program to learn about 

the discernment process, the requirements 

of the formation program, and the ministry 

of the deacon.  

If you have men in your parish who you 

believe may have a calling to service as a 

Permanent Deacon, please ask them to call 

Sue Huertas at the diocesan Office of the  

Diaconate by phone (727.341.6826) or email 

(smh@dosp.org ).  

Annual Baby Bottle Campaign to 

benefit West Pasco Pregnancy Center 

continues until Mothers’ Day.   
 
Please fill your Baby Bottle with loose 

change and return it by May 13.  Donations 

fund free services including education on 

parenting, child care, and other life skills.  For 

information, call (727) 846-9999 or visit 

www.pascopregnancy.com.   

 

 

 

 

 

ñBefore I formed you in the womb, 

I knew you; before you were born I 

sanctified you.ò 

– St. Jeremiah 1:5 

IŜƭǇ ǳǎ ǘǊŀƴǎǇƻǊǘ 

ǇŀǊƛǎƘƛƻƴŜǊǎ ǘƻ ƳŀǎǎΗ  
Our parish mini-bus is now 

thirteen years old and in 

need of extensive repairs that we can 

neither afford nor can we find 

someone to do the work!  We are 

looking for an 11 or 14 passenger 

transit van in good condition.  If you 

have such a vehicle and would like to 

donate it to this worthy cause, please 

call the parish office at 727-372-8600. 

ALL MEN INVITED TO OUR 

MONTHLY GATHERING 
Next Saturday, April 21st  at 9:30 am 

Parish Center Community Room 

Come and join in fellowship with some 

men from our parish as we strive to 

become better husbands, brothers, sons 

and friends. 

Note:  Rosary will be prayed @ 9am.  Please 

come and join us for the Rosary if you wish.  

There is no COMMITMENT to come every 

month—just when you are able.  Call or 

email for more information: 

 

Joe McFarland 727-376-6317 

mackie211@verizon.net 

Bread and Wine for the Month of April 

In Memory of: 

 

For Baby 

From Grammy 

mailto:smh@dosp.org
http://www.pascopregnancy.com
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Formation 

sessions 

are on 

campus 

THIS WEEK April 

15th & April 

18th  

While weekly classroom                       

sessions begin to wind down 

for the 2017-2018 year,                      

remember formation                             

continues forever!  You are 

the Domestic Church é & you 

offer the most meaningful faith 

guide by your every day  walk 

together.           

Next Baptism 
Enrichment. 

Prep session is 

THIS                           

Wednesday 4/18 at 6:30PM.  

 

FIRST                     

COMMUNION 

FAMILIES:         

Remember to 

attend our very 

important 

family rehearsal WED 

APRIL 25th at 6:00PM in 

the Main Church. 

The Sacrament of First  

Communion will be joyfully 

celebrated during the                           

following Masses: Saturday 

4/28 4:00PM, Sunday 4/29 

10:30AM, Saturday 5/5 

4:00PM, Sunday 5/6 10:30AM 

Faith Formation For All!                                    

4ÈÉÒÄ 3ÕÎÄÁÙ ÏÆ %ÁÓÔÅÒ  

The two disciples recounted what had 
taken place on the way, and how Jesus was 

made known to them in the breaking of 
bread. While they were still speaking about 

this, he stood in their midst and said to 
them, "Peace be with you."  &ÒÏÍ ,ÕËÅ φψ  

In these stories of Jesus’ post-Resurrection appearances, He 

always greets his disciples with the words, “Peace be with you.” 

What a meaningful greeting. The disciples have witnessed the 

death of someone they loved, and they now fear for their own 

lives as well. Peace is what they need more than anything else. 

Jesus often connects this greeting of peace with another gift - 

forgiveness.  Having shared a meal with his disciples, Jesus shows 

them the significance of what was written about him in the 

Scriptures.  

The story from Luke in chapter 24 is sometimes called the Road 

to Emmaus Story.  Broken down, it is really a road map to our 

celebration of the Mass - and how we encounter Jesus, through 

the Word and the Sacrament of the Eucharist. As Jesus 

commissions his first disciples to be witnesses to the scriptures, 

our celebration of the Mass commissions us. Just like the 

disciples, we are ÇÁÔÈÅÒÅÄ, we are ÎÏÕÒÉÓÈÅÄ and we are ÓÅÎÔ … 

to announce the good news of Jesus’.  His peace, His forgiveness, 

His unconditional love! 

!Ó ! &ÁÍÉÌÙ make a goal for your next Mass experience: 

1. 'ÁÔÈÅÒ well! Greet people with a smile. Move over for folks, 

rather than forcing them to climb over you. If someone else 

forces you to climb over them, do it with a smile! 

2. Be ÎÏÕÒÉÓÈed well! Consider reflecting the scripture ÂÅÆÏÒÅ 

Mass, so you understand how the Gospel message best 

applies to you. Receive Jesus in the Eucharist prayerfully 

and gratefully, allowing the fullness of His gift to settle in to 

your heart. 

3. Be ÓÅÎÔ well! Take all that has enriched you and share that 

joy with others … well beyond the parking lot! 


